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How to Save Money During the Recession
· When shopping for a computer, use our New System Shopping Guide (free on the website) and don’t buy extras you don’t need, such as security programs and “system optimizations.”  We can tell you exactly what you really need as opposed to what you would be wasting money on. 
· Purchase Microsoft Office Home and Student 2007 for $85 from http://www.newegg.com.  We’ve never seen 3 legal licenses for Word, Excel, and Powerpoint priced so low.  You may even be able to find it cheaper through your college/school bookstore, if you have one.
· Purchase all the parts you need online from sites like Newegg and http://www.edealinfo.com , especially cables, which are marked up a ridiculous amount at retail stores like Best Buy.  

· Instead of purchasing a service like GoToMyPC, use free remote screen control from http://www.logmein.com
· Instead of purchasing security subscriptions from bloated, buggy programs like Norton and McAfee, use the free AVG Antivirus (and coming later this year, Microsoft’s free antivirus).

· For cheap, high voice quality Jabra Bluetooth headsets, search for “BT350” on Ebay.
· Stop paying AOL for your email address, which has been free for over a year now.  The only reason to pay AOL is for dialing up to the Internet through them (hopefully you have high speed instead).
· If you know one of the last dialup Internet holdouts, go to http://www.citizensutilityboard.org/ for information about $10/month DSL from AT&T.  This DSL is faster and cheaper than AOL.
· Want to send someone a file too large to email?  You can send files up to 100 megabytes for free at http://www.yousendit.com
Quick Hits:
· Windows Home Server, the new backup device for homes and small businesses, is working great.  The newest HP models also now include Mac backup!  Those who have a Home Server, please check your backups once a month.  For more information, call us.
· We have also been setting up automatic online backup, which costs $5 per computer per month.
· Most people use the same password for everything.  Break this habit for your online banking, eBay (the online auction site), and Paypal (the best way to pay for purchases online). Make these money related passwords different from your standard password.  To make them difficult to hack, try to use 3 of the following types of character in the password: upper case letters, lower case letters, numbers, and special characters like !&%, and never reveal them to anyone.  Example:  qK4g^$Lo
· A good place to donate your computer equipment can be found at http://www.pcsforschools.org
· You can still obtain Windows XP from Dell or HP – see my New System Shopping Guide for details.   
How We Can Help You:
· We provide for all your computing needs, including spyware removal, virus cleanup, repair, training, advice on systems, printers, home/office networking, data transfers, system setups, etc.
· Short guides on different topics (example: Best Practices) are free and available on the website.
· New System Shopping Guide – It is also linked on the web site and changes regularly
Call or email any time! (847) 962-4661 or scott@arxcomputers.com
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